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. 5130 Brown Road
Richwood Lauisiane 71202-7004
Phone: (318) 322-2904
Fax: (318) 323-3254

July 14,2004

Mr. Michn.cl K. Powpll ,
Federel Cummunmqiom Commission
445 12* Street, South West.
Wubmgton, DC 20554 ;

Rp { M.B DookctNo 04-207
Deu Chairman Pow.-.ll

| As mayor of the Town of Richwood, Louisiana, I am concamnd whh e . ja.

;- proposal currently under debato in Congress, 1 believe its mp) ‘ itiop, will.
higher prices and ultimately, the demise of cthnic, foreign Imgu.lg'e i specialty o
that ére to vital to our cable system and to the American public. /i 4%

) Mnny cable natworks rely on advertising for a significant poﬂion of thy ‘reyenue. ¥
i, it, they must rely op licensing agreements ss their base for pmﬂt. The cpsis
-i - agre¢ments are gencrally passed onto customers. " ' ]

" Under the “a Ia carte system,” consumers would be sble to’ chqoﬁo oid. paj

channels they watch. This idea initially sounds good. However, thapdels

» specialized audiences will experience a decline in viewers. A decline jn'vie
- money from ndvermmg. decreased diversity and quality of pro h

passed onto consumers.

For too long, Aftican-Americans, Hispanics and other minoritlli did : d¢have, prograrnm
that ‘reflected their cultures and life experlences available.” T”% : ;
programming over the past 20 years has provided numerous & logt,
; of all Americans. The “a Ia carte” system would destroy all pronrup_' e ave 1
'pmgturnmmg to date, i

Further, these groups will be further marginalized due to the, Inevitable)
‘system ¢osts, which would require all consumers to have lddtambl y Gty Sters
- In garte” programming. Fewer than half of U.S, cable huuseholda m:{ cnb

requiring such converters, Thus, for tens of millions of customers, gy pn’

television sets, therel could potentially be a 30% Increase in the cén qt this¢
addition to the added costs from channels fees. Tt

Youlf cooperation inilhe aforementioned is appreciated.
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THE DAWN OF A STRONGER TOMORROW BRI
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